
William Hunt, Director 

St. Mary's County Department of 

Land Use & Growth Management 

P.O. Box 653, Patuxent Building 

23150 Leonard Hall Drive 

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650 

Re: Permit 18-1958 Variance request, William and Richard Chesser 

Mr. Hunt: 

Nov. 18, 2019 

We are requesting a Critical Area Variance to extend the steps to the porches on the home entrances 

after the home is raised. Additionally, we request to restore the front porch to it's original size. The 

entrance steps and expanded porch will extend further within the Critical Area. 

Please be aware the entire Chesser home, built in 1890, is in the current defined critical area. 

Below we have addressed the specific standards for granting variance in the critical area buffer. 

Specific Standards for Granting Variances in the Critical Area. 

(l)That special conditions or circumstances exist that are peculiar to the land or structure involved and

that strict enforcement of the Critical Area provisions of this Ordnance would result in unwarranted

hardship; and

Permit number 18-1958 is approved to raise the Chesser home above flood plain. However, to gain 

access to the home requires the steps on the south side porch be extended further within the critical 

area. 

On the east side, the home is affected similarly. An existing porch will require the entry steps be 

extended further within the critical area. However, we are requesting approval to restore the porch to 

the original size which was destroyed by a hurricane in 1933. 

Without the variance approval the home will eventually circum to effects of the weather and tidal 

events. 

(2)That strict interpretation of the Critical Area provisions of this Ordnance will deprive the applicant of

rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in similar areas within the Critical Area of St. Mary's

County; and

Without approval there will not be access into the home and will impact the ordinary use of the 

Chesser house. 

(3)The granting of a variance will not confer upon and applicant any special privilege that would be

denied by the Critical Area provision of this Ordnance to other lands or structures within the Critical

Area of St. Mary's County; and

EXHIBIT:2  ATTACHMENT: 1



The granting of a variance will not confer special privileges upon the Applicant as many other 

properties have access and porches in similar locations on properties on St. Georges Island in St. 

Mary's County. 

(4}The variance request is not based upon conditions or circumstances that are the results of actions 

by the applicant; and 

The applicant did not create the circumstance. The house was built in the late 1800's and has survived 

the effects of numerous weather events. Due to years of storms erosion, the property has dwindled in 

size. In an effort to slow the erosion, the Chesser family invested in 600 feet of erosion control in the 

form of rock. The raising of the home above flood plain with access is the families effort to continue to 

preserve the homestead for use and enjoyment by us, our children and grandchildren, and future 

generations. 

(S}The granting of a variant will not adversely affect water quality or adversely impact fish, wildlife, or 

plant habitat with the Critical Area, and that the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the 

general spirit and intent of the Critical Area program; and 

The granting of the variance will not adversely affect water quality or impact fish, wildlife or plant 

habitat as the proposed porch and steps is approximately 160 feet from St. George's creek. The porch 

and steps will be constructed such that water/ soil disturbance will be minimized. The granting of the 

variance will be implemented in accordance with the intent of the critical area program. 

(6) The variance is the minimum necessary to achieve a reasonable use of land or structures.

The variance seeks the minimum necessary to achieve the reasonable use of the property, by 

continuing to preserve the family home thus allowing us to continue to enjoy the activities that come 

with owning land within the critical area. 

Respectfu I ly, 

William T. Chesser 
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